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June 16, 2021   
 
 
 

Dear parents and guardians, 
 
The 2020-21 school year is quickly coming to an end and we would like to thank you for 
supporting your child/children throughout yet another challenging year. The resiliency that 
students have demonstrated over this past year is a testament to the supports that families and 
staff have provided. Students have continued to achieve significant milestones and we look 
forward to celebrating our Grade 12 graduates.  
 
As part of last week’s announcement, the government mentioned that school boards will be 
allowed to hold a “short, outdoor celebration” for graduating students in elementary and 
secondary schools. We know how important graduation ceremonies are for students, staff, and 
families — especially after such a challenging year where “in-person” memories have been few 
and far between. At the same time, planning of virtual graduations had already begun, and due 
to a number of additional factors, such as weather, gathering limits, and screening/contact 
tracing logistics, all schools across our Board have planned virtual events this year, although 
these celebrations will include an in-person component. 
 
At Rainy River High School, our Grade 12 graduation ceremony will take place on Wednesday, 
June 23.  Details about the ceremony will be provided to students and parents as soon as they 
have been finalized. 
 
For other grades, we are unable to host year-end celebrations, but we are hoping to provide 
students with an opportunity to say good-bye to their teacher(s) when they drop off their 
devices and collect their belongings. Details regarding a drop off and collection date will be sent 
to students and parents at a later date.  Once your child’s class has returned their devices to the 
schools, virtual learning will be concluded.  Our staff will be very busy still, taking part in 
planning for the coming school year, professional development, and other tasks.   
 
Those students attending Summer Learning, can keep their device(s), and we will collect them at 
a later date.  
 
To ensure that all students have the opportunity to collect their belongings, return devices, and 
most importantly, say good-bye, we are able to provide alternative transportation to those who 
are unable to get to and from school. Please let the school know by June 16, if you require 
transportation.  
 
As a reminder, when attending the school for graduation or device drop-off, please follow 
health and safety protocols, such as wearing masks and following physical distancing.  As well, 
please do not come to the school at your scheduled time if you or your child/children are 
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exhibiting symptoms. 
 
Thank you, once again, for your patience and support this year. As we move forward into the 
2021-22 school year, it is our hope that we can resume regular operations incrementally with 
enhanced safety precautions in place, based on provincial direction and public health guidance. 
 
Have a safe and restful summer! We look forward to welcoming our new and returning students 
to our school on September 2, 2021. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
James Chorney  
Rainy River High School  


